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Cuban Mefchant Marine

MM T-1, widely dcquainted with ‘pro ‘and anti-CASTRO

activities and who maintains contact with numerous: Cub
medla, on April 5, 1965, furnished information. from th
Cuban magazine "Bohemia”, dated at Havana,.  Cuba, ‘Mar
1965. The article was 1in effect a eulogy ofithe Cuban
Merchant Marine, pointing out that the tonnage ha '

than doubled within the last five years. -

The'crews'of-the.Cubanvshipsﬂincpedsed;fromm
584 men in 1959 to 1107 1n'Séptember'l96a@,'The article <
noted that”in'1959’cuban‘ships'called1mainlyfatftﬁgyport§~,r_"
of New Orleans, Tampa, Pens&dola,'Philadelphia}.Néw,yprk;5&;¢
Baltimore, and Guayquil, Ecuador. In 1965,]thelport§fm98t?“
frequently visited by Cuban ships arekmontrealfapd;Stijff
John, Canada, Rotterdam, Holland,'Antwerp,wselgigmgQ '
England,“Barcelona, Spain, Algiers’énd‘Stettinj‘ wa
stated that at the preSent;timé"Cuban-Ships'were; 3
all important Spanish ports, 1ncluding'Aliéantegqidon7‘A
Cadiz, Palma de Malloreca, and Tenerife. It was al 37
that the Cuban flag flies in Naples, le Havre, ‘and Georgetown
British Guiana. : C S I

__ Merchant Marine cadets are trained at the N
Academy at Mariel as well as the Pilots and Mach
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of the Merchant Marine.

"Bohemia® stated ten 13,000 ton ships are under
construction for Cuba and two specilal refrigerator ships
are being built with & capacity of 60,000 cublc feet. Two
725 ton ferries with capacity of 500 passengers each are Ca
allégedly undeér construction to handle the maritime traffic :

‘ between Cuba and the Isle of Pines.

Difficulties B@tw@@n Cuba and th@ Isl@ vaPines -

, “MM'T;E,iﬁJSour@@"with‘Many“y@afs”'exp@riehcé
as both a private and police investigator, who maintalns
“contact with someé sources "Still’"in”cuba?'adviSéd' on
April 26, 1965, that maritimé communication between the »
ports‘Of”Nu@va”G@f@ﬂa,flsl@”df’?ineg;“andTBataband,”Sbuthern
port in the Province of Havana,ls belng handled at the B
pféSént,time'by“fiv@ishipsfbut'witn‘éQnSid@rable.irrégularity,
Three of these ships, "“Isla del Tesoro”, "Pinero", and the
"William J. Mills", are férries and carry passengers and
vehicéles. Two ships, "Bongos Uno” and “Bongos Dos",
transport cargo only. _ ’ :
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" ALl of these véssels are 1n very poor condition }

and are continually having to be towed to port from the g
middle of theélr crossing because of serlous break-downs

in their machinery. Reépalds needed are urgent but it ]

15 impossible to eéfféct them immediately because of the ;

laek of replacemerit parts. The one most frequently |

expériencing break-downs is the largest, "Isla del Tesoro”, |

which is used by the govermment to transport troops between ,

Nueva Gerona and Batabano. This febry can carry 900 to 1

1000 passengers and up to 30 vehilclés depending on their i

§ize. ThHere are dlso two planes assigned to handle cargo j

and passengers between the airports of Nueva Gerona ;;a

and/or Sigusnea. The alrport of Siguanea 1s approximately
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